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closure two furlongs each way, with gates of solid brass; which wa,s
also remaining in my time. In the middle of the precinct thei e
was a tower ol solid masonry, a furlong m length and bieadtli, upon
which was raised a second towei, and on that a thud, and so on
up to eight. The ascent to the top is on the outside, by a path
winch winds lound all the towers. When one is about halfway up
one finds a resting place and seats, where persous aie wont to sit
some time on their way to the summit. On tho topmost towci thei e
is a spacious temple, and inside the temple stands a couch of unusual
size, richly adorned, with a golden table by its aido There is no
statue of any kind set up in the place, nor is the chamber occupied
of nights by anyone but a single native woman, who, as the Chal-
deans, the priests of this god, affirm, is chosen for himself by the
deity out of all the women of the land."l

Iii addition to this description of the city's de-
fenses Herodotus has also given an account of the
supposed works of Semiramis and Nitocria,* but
this is much less valuable than the passage quoted
above.

It is evident that Herodotus knew only of two
walls, one of which had already disappeared in
his day, and that he had no knowledge of the
outer defense wall beyond Nimitti-Bel, which wa<*
begun by IsTabopolassar and finished by Nebuchad-
rezzar. We should therefore have a false impres-
sion of the outer defense of the city were we
wholly dependent on his witness. He has indeed
obviously mingled what he saw by his own eyes
with what he was told by his cicerone, and it is no
longer possible to differentiate them clearly/

*!, 178-181 (JTjfttory of Jferodotut, by George Kawlinson, London, 1880,
vol. i, pp. 297-802).
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